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Amusing and quirky quotes about travel
 11 April 2011
Come fly with me 
"I once travelled to Adelaide on Emu Airways. I was 5,000 ft up in the air when someone pointed out to me that emus can't fly"
Billy Connolly 

Ernie: "Look at those people down there. They look like ants."
Eric: "They are ants. We haven't taken off yet."
Exchange between Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise 
"I knew I'd chosen the wrong airline when I noticed the sick bag had the Lord's Prayer on it."
Les Dawson 
Shipshape
"The vast majority of passengers on a cruise liner are there against their will."
Peter Tinniswood 

"The longer the cruise, the older the passengers."
Peg Bracken 
The $64,000 dollar questions
"It's strange isn't it? Stand in the middle of a library and go "Aaaargh!" and everyone just stares at you. But do the same thing on a plane and they all join in."
Tommy Cooper 

"Why are there no windows in the toilets on aeroplanes? To protect you from the most dedicated perverts on the planet, hanging off the wing to get a peep?"
Billy Connolly 
Notes from the Underground 

"You sit beside a robot on the public transport system for an hour. Then their mobile phone rings and they turn into Santa Claus. This is the great sadness of modern 'civilisation'."
Auberon Waugh 

Off the rails
"My father used to be a train driver. He got the sack for overtaking."
Spike Milligan 

"Q: Does this train stop at Brighton? A: I hope so or there's going to be a hell of a splash."
Kenny Everett 

"I never travel without my diary. One should always have something sensational to read on the train."
Oscar Wilde 
"The only way to be sure of catching a train is to miss the one before it."
GK Chesterton 

On the bus 
"You know you're poor when you envy people with bus passes."
Bonnie McFarlane 
"When a minority wants something that is deeply offensive to a majority, it must be told to b***** off. This is why every one of London's 5,000 buses should be burned and their drivers put to death."
Jeremy Clarkson 
"Interviewer: What would happen if Margaret Thatcher was run over by a bus? Lord Carrington: It wouldn't dare."
Exchange during the Falklands War 
"Anybody seen in a bus over the age of 30 has been a failure in life."
Duchess of Westminster 
"I don't understand bus lanes. Why are poor people allowed to get where they're going faster than me?"
Jeremy Clarkson 
Call me a taxi 
"I jumped in a taxi the other day. I said, 'King's Arthur's Close.' The driver said, 'don't worry I'll lose him at the next set of lights'."
Tommy Cooper 
"An empty taxi arrived at 10 Downing Street and when the door was opened, Clement Attlee got out."
Winston Churchill 
Ashes to ashes 
"BBC News said we all face prolonged air chaos as a result of the volcanic ash. How can there be air chaos when we're all stuck on the ground."
e-forwards.com 
"First Iceland goes bankrupt. After that it sets itself on fire. This has insurance scam written all over it."
John, Twitter 
Better safe than sorry 
"The only country with a better air safety record than the US is the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, which has only one plane and can't figure out how to start it."
Dave Barry 

"Airline hostesses show you how to use a seatbelt in case you haven't been in a car since 1965."
Jerry Seinfeld 
Joys of youth 
"I much prefer travelling in non-British ships. There's none of that nonsense about women and children first."
Somerset Maugham 
"When I'm driving I see a sign that says, 'Caution: Small Children Playing'. I slow down, but then it occurs to me: I'm not afraid of small children."
Jonathan Katz 
Terminal illness 
"I did not fully understand the term 'terminal illness' until I saw Heathrow for myself."
Dennis Potter 
"I wouldn't mind dying for France, but not for Air France."
Charles de Gaulle, following a bumpy flight 
Immutable laws of travelling 
"The quickest way to make a red light turn green is to try and find something in the glove compartment."
Billy Connolly 
"Rowe's Rule: the odds are five to six that the light at the other end of the tunnel is the headlight of the oncoming train."
Paul Dickson 
The politics of travel
"You suddenly realise you're no longer in government when you get into the back of your car and it doesn't go anywhere."
Malcolm Rifkind 
"It's great to be back on terra cotta."
John Prescott 

Get lost 
"Did you ever notice that the first piece of luggage on the carousel never belongs to anyone?"
Erma Bombeck 
"When my husband and I go on trips I get two jobs in the car. I get to read the map and also to ask directions when we get lost."
Rita Rudner 
Take a hike 
"I was getting into my car and this bloke says to me, 'Can I have a lift?'. I said, 'sure you look great. The world's your oyster. Go for it'."
Tommy Cooper 
Directing traffic 
"Never ask for directions in Wales or you'll be washing spit out of your hair for a fortnight."
Rowan Atkinson (as Blackadder) 

"The likelihood of getting lost is directly proportional to the number of times the direction-giver says, 'you can't miss it'."
Hal Roach 
Look back in anger 
"Some guy hit my fender the other day. I said to him, 'be fruitful and multiply'. But not in those words."
Woody Allen 
"Those signs that say 'Baby on Board' just make you want to hit the car harder."
Sue Kolinsky 

A world away
"Sao Paulo is like Reading, only much farther away."
Peter Fleming 

"In Mexico everything on the menu is the same dish. The only difference is the ways its folded."
Billy Connolly 

"Pakistan is the sort of country to send your mother-in-law to."
Ian Botham 
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