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Pregnant Lily Allen marries in country church

Pop star Lily Allen is pregnant, it was revealed at her wedding day on Saturday. 

11 June 2011
The Smile singer married Sam Cooper in an intimate country wedding, joined by fewer than 100 close family members and friends. 

A visible bump seen under the singer's empire-line dress - and her glowing appearance - led onlookers to speculate that the 26-year-old may be expecting a baby. 

The news was later confirmed by her wedding dress designer, Delphine Manivet, following online reports that Allen's new husband had broken the news to guests at the wedding breakfast. 

Mme Manivet, who is based in Paris, said: "It's beautiful that she is pregnant, and I am very happy for her. She is very happy about that - it is something wonderful." 

Speaking of the vintage-inspired dress, which consisted of an underdress covered by a second, lace dress, she added: "You can see of course the little stomach - it looked very cute with the dress. 

"For me, and for her too, when you're pregnant you want to show that, but also be respectful, so the dress was perfect for her for that moment." 

Allen looked radiant as she was escorted into St James the Great Church in Cranham, near Stroud in Gloucestershire, for the traditional wedding service. 

The singer, who carried a bouquet of cream roses with peach and baby blue blossoms, smiled at people who had gathered outside the church to catch a glimpse of her before the ceremony. 

She opted for a 1920s full-length veil with floral embellishments and the unique double-layered dress, which Mme Manivet said was inspired by the 1970s and 1990s. 

Before the wedding, many speculated that Allen would choose a Chanel dress, but Mme Manivet had in fact been approached by the singer in January, having been recommended by a friend. 

The dress, with its long lace sleeves and sweetheart neckline, echoed that worn by the Duchess of Cambridge for her wedding. 

T4 presenter Miquita Oliver, a childhood friend of the star, was one of the bridesmaids. Allen's younger bridesmaids wore white dresses, while the older ones were in peach. 

Guests at the wedding included comedians Harry Enfield and Angus Deayton. 

There were fears earlier this week that the singer's big day could be ruined by the weather but when the big moment came, the sun shone brightly. 

There was a tight security presence as a large number of photographers captured arrivals at the wedding. The couple paid for extra policing and two roads, five footpaths and three bridleways were closed. 

After the service, it is understood that the newlyweds, who have been together since 2009, threw a reception for guests in the garden of Allen's nearby country home. 

The star had travelled to France three times in recent months for dress fittings. 

Mme Manivet was unable to be in the UK to see her walk down the aisle in the dress, but said: "I was very happy to see the photos, and that all was perfect and really lovely. I sent some girls from my team in my place, and I last saw Lily six days ago. 

"Lily is a girl who is quite rock and roll, but her wedding she wanted to be traditional." 

Allen runs vintage boutique Lucy In Disguise with sister Sarah Owen, yet did not have any artistic input into the final dress. 

The designer said: "She really believed in me and trusted me completely. She is a girl like me, and we understand each other very easily. She was in love with the dress, and she loves vintage." 

Mme Manivet described how she persuaded the star to wear a veil, saying: "On one day, I put the veil on her, and said 'I want you to wear a veil, it will be fantastic'. 

"It was magical, and she cried, and said 'Yes, I want that!"' 

Despite Allen's fame, Mme Manivet added: "She was just like all my brides - just a girl who wants to get married, and it's her dream. 

"That's why I kept the dress a secret all this time. It is something very intimate and special. She really wanted to keep it a secret. She wanted to enter the church and surprise everybody, and Sam, of course. I was so happy for her today." 

The lace in the dress and veil was made in Calais, with silk tulle also used. Its train was more than 3ft (1m) long. 

News of Allen's pregnancy comes after she lost her second baby last November, when six months pregnant. 
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