1．Here's the definition from the LDOCE（Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English）
ma‧jor‧i‧ty
1 most people or things [singular also + plural verb British English] most of the people or things in a group [≠ minority] 

majority of 
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The majority of students find it quite hard to live on the amount of money they get.

great/vast/overwhelming majority of something (=almost all of a group) 
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In the vast majority of cases the disease is fatal.

be in the majority (=form the largest group) 
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In this city, Muslims are in the majority.

➔ silent majority
2 most votes [countable]PPV if one person or group wins a majority in an election, they win more votes than other people or groups 

majority of 50/100 etc 
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He won by a majority of 500.
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The Labour Party won a huge majority at the last general election.

clear/overall/absolute majority (=a situation in which one party wins more votes in an election than all the other parties) 
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The party won an absolute majority in Portugal in 1987.

small/narrow majority 
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The government gained only a narrow majority, with 151 votes against 144.

Labour/Conservative etc majority 
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The Labour majority was reduced to just 15 seats at the last election.

3 majority vote/decision/verdict etc
a vote or decision in which more people vote for something than vote against it: 
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The committee takes decisions by majority vote.
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The jury found him guilty by a majority verdict.

4 majority stake/shareholding etc
when one person or group owns a bigger share of a company than other people or groups and so is able to control what happens to the company: 
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Alex Golding held a majority shareholding in Golding plc.

5 becoming an adult [uncountable] British English lawSCL the age when someone legally becomes an adult [≠ minority] 

reach majority/the age of majority 
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He became a partner in the family firm on reaching his majority.

2．The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition copyright ©2000 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Updated in 2009. Published by Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.
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n. pl. ma·jor·i·ties 

1. The greater number or part; a number more than half of the total.

2. The amount by which the greater number of votes cast, as in an election, exceeds the total number of remaining votes.

3. The political party, group, or faction having the most power by virtue of its larger representation or electoral strength.

4. Law The status of having reached full legal age, with attendant rights and responsibilities.

5. The military rank, commission, or office of a major.

6. Obsolete The fact or state of being greater; superiority.

[French majorité, from Medieval Latin m[image: image20.png]
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ior, greater; see meg- in Indo-European roots.]

Usage Note: When majority refers to a particular number of votes, it takes a singular verb: Her majority was five votes. His majority has been growing by 5 percent every year. When it refers to a group of persons or things that are in the majority, it may take either a singular or plural verb, depending on whether the group is considered as a whole or as a set of people considered individually. So we say The majority elects (not elect) the candidate it wants (not they want), since the election is accomplished by the group as a whole; but The majority of the voters live (not lives) in the city, since living in the city is something that each voter does individually. · Majority is often preceded by great (but not by greater) in expressing emphatically the sense of "most of": The great majority approved. The phrase greater majority is appropriate only when considering two majorities: He won by a greater majority in this election than in the last.
3．Collins English Dictionary – Complete and Unabridged © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003
majority [məˈdʒɒrɪtɪ]

n pl -ties
1. the greater number or part of something the majority of the constituents

2. (Government, Politics & Diplomacy) (in an election) the number of votes or seats by which the strongest party or candidate beats the combined opposition or the runner-up See relative majority, absolute majority
3. (Government, Politics & Diplomacy) the largest party or group that votes together in a legislative or deliberative assembly

4. (Law) the time of reaching or state of having reached full legal age, when a person is held competent to manage his own affairs, exercise civil rights and duties, etc.

5. (Military) the rank, office, or commission of major

6. Euphemistic the dead (esp in the phrases join the majority, go or pass over to the majority)

7. Obsolete the quality or state of being greater; superiority

8. (modifier) of, involving, or being a majority a majority decision a majority verdict

in the majority forming or part of the greater number of something

[from Medieval Latin mājoritās, from major (adj)]

Usage: The majority of can only refer to a number of things or people. When talking about an amount, most of should be used: most of (not the majority of) the harvest was saved
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