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Shakespeare: the best film adaptations
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1. Much Ado About Nothing (1993) – starring Kenneth Brannagh, Emma Thompson, Keanu Reeves and Kate Beckinsale – with an all-star cast and under the direction of Kenneth Brannagh Much Ado About Nothing is one of the most successful and accessible Shakespeare plays ever filmed. 

While Branagh is not entirely faithful to the original text the cuts to serve to keep the pace light when the prose grows heavy. 

Veterans Richard Briers and Brian Blessed also appear alongside Denzel Washington and Michael Keaton. 

2. Romeo and Juliet (1996) – starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Claire Danes – Baz Luhrmann's modern day take on the world's most famous love story swaps fair Verona for slightly shabby Venice Beach in California. 

Natalie Portman had been originally considered for the role of Juliet, but eventually Luhrmann agreed that the age difference between Portman and DiCaprio was too great. Filming was halted to find another actress for the part. 

The film grossed $147,554,999 worldwide at the box office. 

At the 51st BAFTA Film Awards, director Baz Luhrmann won Best Direction for the film. 

3. Macbeth (2004) Ian McKellen and Judi Dench – Two of England's greatest actors, Sir Ian McKellen and Dame Judi Dench, star in this stripped-down version of Shakespeare's harrowing tragedy. 

Originally filmed for television in 1979 this Royal Shakespeare Company production was released as a film 25 years later. 

The queen knighted both McKellen and Dench after this production. 

4. Henry V (1989) – starring Kenneth Brannagh, Emma Thompson and Derek Jacobi – this marked Branagh's first foray into screenwriting and direction. 

It received near-universal critical acclaim for Branagh's Oscar-nominated performance and direction, for the accessibility of its Shakespearean language and particularly for its music which was composed by Patrick Doyle. 

5. Othello (2000) – starring Laurence Fishburn, Kenneth Brannagh and Irene Jacob – a directorial debut for Oliver Parker, the former actor delivered a scaled back and sexy version of the Shakespeare's paranoid Moor. 

A pre-Matrix Lawrence Fishburne stars as Othello with Brannagh as the scheming Iago. Branagh steals every scene with hsi cold malevolent performance. 
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